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TESTIMONY BIOGRAPHIES

Lucyann Harjo (Navajo)

Lucyann Harjo is an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation and resident of Oklahoma for 26
years. She received her Bachelor of Science degree in Education and a minor in Sociology
from the University of Oklahoma. She is from the Red Streak Running into the Water Clan,
born for the Towering House People. Her paternal grandfather is from the Coyote Pass
People, and her maternal grandfather is from the Salt Clan People. She is the Coordinator
of Indian Education for Norman Public Schools, as well as the Chair for the Oklahoma
Advisory Council on Indian Education (OACIE) and President of the Oklahoma Council for
Indian Education (OCIE).

Governor Edwina Butler-Wolfe (Absentee Shawnee Tribe)

Governor Butler-Wolfe is a proud citizen of the Absentee Shawnee Tribe and is currently
serving as the Governor of the Absentee Shawnee Tribe since being elected in 2013. She is
the first female governor in the tribe’s long and distinguished history to serve a full-term of
office and to be elected a third term. She attended St. Gregory and Oklahoma Baptist
Universities. Her primary areas of interest are education reform and curriculum
advancement. Governor Butler-Wolfe is currently serving as Vice-President of the United
Indian Nations of Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas and also selected to serve on the United
States Department of Transportation - Tribal Transportation Self-Governance Program
(TTSGP). During her career of more than 26 years, she has coordinated a wide range of
events and has served on multiple advisory, planning, and education committees and
boards. She resides in Shawnee with her husband Leonard Wolfe, has one son Joshua
Gibson of Norman, step-daughter Christie and husband Brandon Shaffer, and one grandson,
Nicholas of Moore.

Dr. Blue Clark (Muscogee Creek Nation)

Dr. Clark is an enrolled member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma, grew up in
Oklahoma, and led Native American Studies programs at the college and university levels
for sixteen years across the United States until becoming a senior administrator at
Oklahoma City University in 1992. He served as President of Oklahoma City University in
1997 and currently is a Professor of Law for the University. Dr. Clark has authored books
and many articles dealing with Indian issues and serves as a consultant to scholarly presses
and to the Smithsonian Institution on Indigenous issues.

Bella Cornell (Choctaw Nation)

Bella Cornell is a junior at Epic Charter Schools. She served as the 2015-2016 OKCPS JOM
Princess, and is a teen advocate for Native youth. She is a member of the Choctaw Nation
and lives in Oklahoma City. She is an active participant with the Oklahoma Suicide
Prevention Council. Bella currently serves on the Sovereign Community School planning



committee and lends her input as a native student. This school, if approved, would be the
first of its kind in OKC.

Bella has helped to end the use of derogatory native mascots and Land Run reenactments
in her school district. After testifying at the White House Listening Tour, she was invited to
speak with the U.S. Secretary of Education about her experiences as a native student, as
part of the White House Initiative on American Indian and Alaskan Native Education. Bella
was chosen as a delegate to attend the 2016 White House Tribal Nations Conference and
Youth Gathering in DC. She is the host of an internet radio show called Indigenous Aiukli
on Success Native Style Radio Network. Her show focuses on issues Native youth face. She
interviews various native leaders from across the country and plays contemporary native
music. Bella is proud of her heritage and believes in sharing it with others. Toward that
effort, she has taught many children in OKCPS about native culture through classroom
presentations she hosts with her family. Bella is a Southern Cloth dancer and enjoys
modeling, writing, attending powwows, hanging out with her friends, creating regalia,
listening to music and playing the guitar.

Jalen Black (Otoe-Missouria, Cheyenne & Arapaho, Osage, Ponca, Prairie Band
Potawatomie)

Jalen Black is a senior at Frontier High School in Red Rock, OK, located in the northern part
of the state. He is the son of James and Alison Black and an enrolled member of the
Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Oklahoma. His grandparents are Barbara Black and the late
Theodore Black Jr. of Red Rock and Burgess “Charlie” Primeaux and the late Freda Roman
Nose-Primeaux of Ponca City. He has two youngers sister, Shelby and Madison Black, and a
toddler brother, Jude Black.

His Otoe-Missouria name is “hugre’ do’'we” meaning, “Four Main Lodge Posts” and belongs
to the Elk Clan. Also, he was brought into the traditional I-Lon-shka Dances at Grayhorse
this year where his Osage family derives. As a student of Frontier High School, he is the
senior class president, president of the Frontier Inter-Tribal Youth Council, member of the
academic team, Gifted and Talented, Technical Student Association, and the National Honor
Society. He has consistently ranked in the top 10% of his class throughout his high school
career. Jalen is also a varsity member of the well known winning basketball program and
the school’s cross country team. He is concurrently enrolled in Tulsa Community College
and is set to enroll at Oklahoma State University upon graduation. Additionally, Jalen is
involved with the Otoe-Missouria Youth ASCEND Initiative and traveled to Kaui, HI in the
summer of 2017 to participate in the IWIKUA’s Warriors Institute. He also accompanied the
youth group to Standing Rock’s Oceti Sakowin Camp during Thanksgiving 2016 to pray
alongside the water protectors. In the summer of 2017, he completed the University of
Arkansas’s Annual Leadership Summit for Native Youth in Food and Agriculture and
participated in the Native American Basketball Invitational in Maricopa, AZ. During his free
time, Jalen enjoys running, playing basketball, playing his guitar, and traditional straight
dancing.



John Harris (Eastern Band of Cherokee, Comanche, Sac & Fox, Pawnee)

John Harris is an enrolled member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians as well as
Comanche, Sac & Fox and Pawnee descent. John was born in Lawton, Oklahoma and grew
up in the Cache-Indiahoma area west of Lawton. He attended Lawton Christian School and
Cache High School, graduating from Cache High School as Valedictorian in 1990. John went
on to attend the University of Oklahoma graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
political science with a minor in history. After graduating from OU, John went to work for
the Oklahoma House of Representatives in the Bill Processing Division from 2000 to 2006.
In 2007, John moved to Denver, Colorado, to work for the Colorado State Senate as an
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms for two years. In 2009, John moved back to Oklahoma and
worked for a year for the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the Land Titles and Records Office in
Muskogee, Oklahoma. In 2011, John received his teaching certificate through the
Alternative Placement Program in Social Studies. John has taught at Lawton Christian
School, Grandfield High School, Cache Middle School, Walters Middle School and currently
at Big Pasture School. John is currently the Junior High/High School history and AP
Government teacher and the High School Academic Coach at Big Pasture Public Schools in
Randlett, Oklahoma. He also serves as the Director of the Wichita Academic Conference in
Southwest Oklahoma.

Debbie Hogue-Downing (Choctaw)

Debbie Hogue-Downing is a retired educator who, for many years, was active in the
National Education Association (NEA). For example, Debbie served on the NEA Minority
Affairs Committee, working for the inclusion of justice for all minorities. She was also active
in Women's Rights issues. She traveled across Oklahoma and the United States on behalf of
NEA and the Oklahoma Education Association as part of the Women's Leadership Cadre
empowering women. She also contributed as a volunteer to the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday committee (organizing the annual Martin Luther King Day parade and celebration
in Oklahoma City).



Sovereignty definition from Political Perspective

“The supreme, absolute, and uncontrollable power by which any independent state is governed;
supreme political authority; paramount control of the constitution and frame of government and
its administration; the self-sufficient source of political power, from which all specific political
powers are derived'.”

Sovereignty definition from Tribal Perspective

A tribal nation’s inherent power to self-govern, to determine its own way of life, and to live that
life—to whatever extent possible—free from interference”. The ability to manage their own
affairs and exist as nations that are recognized as having control over their own destinies’.

It is important to understand that tribal nations were not given sovereignty; rather, sovereignty of
tribes was and is inherent (existing in something as a permanent attribute)*. The U.S. Supreme
Court has acknowledged that tribal governments are the oldest sovereigns on the continent—
predating the sovereignty of the United States”.

! Black. Henry C. “Black’s Law Dictionary: Definitions of the Terms and Phrases of American and English Jurisprudence.,
Ancient and Modern.” Revised Fourth Edition. The Publisher’s Editorial Staff. 1968. Retrieved from
http://heimatundrecht.de/sites/default/files/dokumente/Black%27sLaw4th.pdf.

% Cobb, Amanda J. “Understanding Tribal Sovereignty: Definitions, Conceptualizations, and Interpretations.” American Studies,
46 (3/4). 2005: 115-132.

¥ Lee, Murray. “What is Tribal Sovereignty?” Partnership with Native Americans. 9 Sept. 2014. Retrieved from
http://blog.nativepartnership.org/what-is-tribal-sovereignty/.

* Morris, Traci L. “Tribal Sovereignty/An Explanation and Some Resources.” Homahota Consulting, LLC 4 Dec. 2013. Retrieved
from https://homahotaconsulting.com/2013/12/14/tribal-sovereignty-an-explanation-and-some-resources/,

5 Echohawk, John E. “Understanding Tribal Sovereignty: The Native American Rights Fund.” Boulder: Expedition. 2013.
Retrieved from https://www.penn.museum/documents/publications/expedition/PDFs/55-3/understanding-tribal-sovereignty.pdf.



STATEMENT TO LEGISLATIVE INTERIM STUDY
Dr. C. Blue Clark, October 5, 2017
Subject: Indian Education Instruction

Background: 1 am an enrolled member of the Muscogee Nation of Oklahoma, grew up in
Oklahoma, and led Native American Studies programs at the college and university level for sixteen
years across the United States until | became a senior administrator of Oklahoma City University in
1992. 1 also served as President of Oklahoma City University, 1997. Currently I am a Professor of
Law for the University. 1 have authored books and many articles dealing with Indian issues. 1 am a
consultant to scholarly presses and to the Smithsonian Institution on Indigenous issues.

My Statement:

I thank the Chair and the other Panelists for the opportunity to address you on the subject
of Indian Education. I am before you to advocate legislation that supports classroom instruction of
a respectful nature on and about Native American cultures and histories in Oklahoma classrooms.
Oklahoma grew out of Indian Territory. The long-term Indian residents and their forcibly removed
new arrivals for thousands of years had their own Native education that took place within their
family, clan, societies, tribes, and even within coalitions of tribes, without pronounced outside
interference. Their instruction taught tribal lore, philosophy, morality, history, culture, and more in
their Native languages.

After 1492 that changed. Within Indian Territory, once settlers were present, ideas of mass
political participation, individual identity within a larger society, and the sanctity of private
property replaced much of traditional Native education. In spite of drastic alterations in the forms
of education, many states and territories at one time including down to the present mandated
teaching about Native American heritage. Two examples among many are Oklahoma and Montana.
Local school boards also have included Indian curriculum and language into school instruction. In
addition, Indian tribal colleges within this State have provided educational content on their own
historical experiences to their students. Moreover, there are numerous individual Indian educators
across the State and beyond who can offer insights and advice to those who will provide classroom
instruction on Indian heritage in Oklahoma. Some of those notable Indian educators and
researchers are present here before the panel.

I find it ironic that four months ago I dug into my own vast files looking for something
unrelated and uncovered three large boxes of Indian curriculum materials focused on Oklahoma,
most of which were Indian tribal-produced over the years since the 1960s. To reinforce that, I was
pleasantly surprised when doing my research within Oklahoma’s tribes nearly a decade ago for my
“Indian Tribes of Oklahoma: A Guide” volume for the University of Oklahoma Press (2009) when I
found a trove of education curriculum that tribes themselves had developed. A few examples I had
added to my boxes to save but much more remains in tribal libraries, archives, elders, and other
repositories.

1 urge serious consideration of and support for legislation placing American Indian histories
and cultures into Oklahoma classrooms. Mvto (Thank you).




Halito! Sv hohchifo yvt Bella Aiukli Cornell. Chahta sia. Hello everyone, my name is Bella
Aiukli Cornell, and I’m Choctaw. I’m 16 years old and I’m an advocate for Native youth. [ am
honored to be here today to discuss the importance of Indian education and accurate Native
histories. I feel it is very important to talk about this because it can greatly impact not just Native
students, but students from all backgrounds. It will have an effect on everyone. As the first
people of this land, it is important to include us in history lessons, portrayed as more than just
natives of the land. We are more than that, and it’s important to emphasize this so other people
can be aware of the simple facts. I’d like to share with you just a few of the many benefits of
including Indian education and sovereignty in public school curriculum.

One. Teaching about Indian education can lead to bigger discussions about what is currently
happening in Indian Country. This is a good thing because, along with the lack of accurate
representation in the school systems, there are a myriad of other issues that need to be addressed.
Specifically, among the youth. Things like dropout rates, teen pregnancy rates, suicide rates
among native youth, native mascots that dehumanize us, cultural appropriation, and inaccurate
history lessons. The inclusivity of [ndian education in school is likely to spark an interest in
learning more about Native culture, just like any other subject would spark interest in learning
more. This would lead to more youth, not just Native youth, getting involved in the community,
and possibly even becoming aspiring advocates. This way, we can help raise the conversation of
issues impacting Indian Country, and possibly solve a few problems along the way. We need
help solving them because they are impacting me, my friends and our future right now.

Two. Including Indian education would help students and teachers alike to become more open
minded and well-rounded citizens. We are all probably aware that not everything said about
Native people in history textbooks has been 100% accurate. By introducing a new point of view,
like a Native perspective, it will help to convey the idea that there is more than just one way of
looking at the events that occurred in history. We can teach them how the events impacted the
lives of our people, and not just glaze over it once and call it good. Sugarcoating the truth of
what really happened to the people of this land is never a good idea, because students deserve to
know the truth. The truth will help them understand more about our culture, and how we are the
way we are, just by understanding history. Giving all students access to Indian education
promotes a more open-minded mindset to make us all better students.

Three. Our current experience in school will not have to remain the same forever for all Native
students. It is important to remember that more than one style of learning exists. What works for
another student might not work for me. What I mean by the experience for Native students is
this; many Native youth can feel isolated by not being included in history and given a positive,
accurate image. My own personal experience was like this. In the eighth grade, my history
teacher gave an inaccurate description of ALL Native people, contributing to the stereotypes that
we deal with on the daily. Teachers also need to learn about Native history and sovereignty.
came in with my mother the next day and gave a Native perspective on the events that we
previously discussed in class. By promoting the inclusivity of Indian Education and sovereignty
in schools, we can feel a sense of importance, belonging, and maybe even pride. That way fewer
Native students will have to go through what 1 went through. I am determined to make change
for future generations that will have a positive impact on their lives.



Those were a few of the benefits we could see. I ask you to make this change to include accurate
Native history, culture and sovereignty in all K-12 schools. Students want it and need it. Thank
you very much for your time today, your consideration, and listening to what Oklahoma students
want to learn in school. Yakoke!






