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Artificial Intelligence is the "New Horse." It is a tool that 

grants speed, reach, and power. The question isn't if it will 

change our world, but who will hold the reins.
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6x

Native Americans make up less than 1% of the 
tech workforce in the United States.

(Source: Kapor Center, 2022)

<1%

Students who study computer science in 
high school are 6 times more likely to 
major in it in college.

(Source: Code.org, 2023)

Computing occupations are the #1 source 
of new wages in the U.S.

(Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2023)

#1

By 2030, 9 out of 10 jobs will require some 
form of digital skills. 

(Source: World Economic Forum, 2023)

9 out 
10



We need to understand AI to protect our data. 
If we don't build the models, our knowledge 
(language, traditional ecological knowledge) 
will be mined and monetized by outsiders, just 
as our land was.

Sovereignty

Sustainability
We need educators who can teach our 
youth not just to be consumers of AI, but 
creators of it.
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When horses arrived, we did not only ride them. We used 

them to rethink trade, travel, and war. AI gives us that 

same choice now.
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Future jobs out looks

Native communities still face a 
digital divide. 

Every job is changing.

Building AI systems with our values.

Future Native Workforce in a Digital World
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% of digital skill jobs

AI is not going away

More coding and computer 
science classes

We need to be at the Table

AI pathways to College and Beyond

Preparing Our 
Schools and Our 

Students
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Partner with trusted 
Native organizations 

and programs

Start with simple, 
culturally grounded 

coding projects

Use real community 
needs as project 

prompts

Train and support Native 
educators, not just 

outside vendors

Bringing AI and Coding Into Tribal Classrooms
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Slide 5 The "Window of Opportunity" Economic Leapfrogging)

● Why Now? We are at the "iPhone moment" of AI. The rules are still being written.
● Leveling the Field: In the industrial age, you needed factories and railroads (capital intensive). In the AI 

age, you need data and talent. We have the data (our unique history/knowledge) and the talent (our youth).
● The Cost of Waiting: If we wait 5 years, the major models Google, OpenAI) will have already defined how 

the world works. We will be forever catching up. By adopting now, we can build Sovereign AI that 
generates wealth that stays in the community.

The Economic and Cultural Outlook

AI that understands our 
language and values

“Sovereign Innovation,ˮ  
not resource extraction

We honor ancestors by 
strengthening  the future

Vision Economy Sovereignty
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